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To guide clinical evaluation and discussion, sequentially move through the following decisional flow to 
match assessment and treatment/placement assignment. If disagreement occurs with another member 
of the treatment team or a care manager or utilization reviewer, work through this flow to identify which 
steps there is clinical agreement on and which steps are in question.

Decisional Flow to Match Assessment and Treatment/Placement Assignment 
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WhAT DOES ThE pATiENT WANT? Why NOW?

DOES ThE pATiENT hAvE immEDiATE NEEDS DuE TO immiNENT riSk iN ANy Of ThE 
Six ASSESSmENT DimENSiONS?

mulTiDimENSiONAl SEvEriTy/lEvEl Of fuNCTiON prOfilE

WhAT “DOSE” Or iNTENSiTy Of ThESE SErviCES iS NEEDED fOr EACh DimENSiON?

CONDuCT mulTiDimENSiONAl ASSESSmENT

iDENTify WhiCh ASSESSmENT DimENSiONS ArE CurrENTly mOST impOrTANT TO 
DETErmiNE TrEATmENT priOriTiES

WhErE CAN ThESE SErviCES bE prOviDED, iN ThE lEAST iNTENSivE buT SAfE 
lEvEl Of CArE Or SiTE Of CArE?

WhAT ArE ThE DSM DiAgNOSES?

ChOOSE A SpECifiC fOCuS AND TArgET fOr EACh priOriTy DimENSiON

WhAT iS ThE prOgrESS Of ThE TrEATmENT plAN AND plACEmENT DECiSiON; 
OuTCOmES mEASurEmENT?

WhAT SpECifiC SErviCES ArE NEEDED fOr EACh DimENSiON?
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